
MINUTES 
CWL General Meeting 

September 9th, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. 
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Amherstview, Ontario in the Church Hall  

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada calls its members to grow in faith, and to witness to the love of God 
through ministry and service.

 
In Attendance:   Fr. Charles Ogbuagu, Donna Guiney, Shirley McDonald, Theresa Shanks, Mary Myers, Margaret 
Wilson, Cathy Splinter, Gail Raymond, Anne Nicholls, Liz Ford, Gisele van Putten 

By Zoom:  Not available 

A Quorum (at least 7 members) WAS achieved at this meeting. 
 

INTRODUCTORY ITEMS 

1. Welcome (Donna Guiney) 
Donna opened the meeting at 6:34 pm. 

2. Opening Prayer (Liz Ford)   
Liz led everyone in Hail Mary.     

3. Approval of the Agenda for the June 10th General Meeting (Donna Guiney) 
MOTION to approve the amended Agenda for the General Meeting of September 9th, 2025 was made by 
Margaret Wilson and seconded by Gisele van Putten.              CARRIED 

4. Approval of the Minutes for the June 10th CWL General Meeting (Donna Guiney)  
MOTION to accept the Minutes of the June 10th General Meeting was made by Gail Raymond and seconded 
by Anne Nicholls.           CARRIED 

OFFICER REPORTS 

5. Spiritual Advisor’s Report (Fr. Charles) 
Father thanked everyone for coming. He noted that attendance at mass over the summer was below the 
norm. Hopefully, as people come back from vacation, hopefully we will return to normal numbers. Father 
also expressed gratitude to the CWL for their role in the celebration of the 45th anniversary of the church. 
Father spoke about the recent canonization of a Millennial, Pier Giorgio Frassati, and expressed his hope 
that more young people would come to church and join our organizations.     

6. Treasurer’s Report (Donna Guiney for Danna Dobson)   
The bank balance for August was $6,075.00. The total for the CWL anniversary plaque was $423.69, which 
was over the previously approved amount of $375.00.  

MOTION to approve the full cost of the anniversary plaque ($423.69) was made by Margaret Wilson, 
seconded by Cathy Splinter.         CARRIED 

7. President’s Report (Donna Guiney) 

Donna thanked everyone for the work they did to hold the tri-Anniversary mass and celebration on 
September 6th. All of the hard work done by CWL members came together with a beautiful faith 
celebration. The evening was full of joy, thanksgiving and faith! 

Donna reminded everyone about this Sunday’s Jubilee celebration at St. Mary’s Cemetery (September 14th 
at 3:30 pm). Details will be in this week’s bulletin. 
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Correspondence 
A thank-you card was received from Mary Lou Hills for her birthday wishes. A thank-you card was also 
received from Ann Leclair. 

8. Membership/Vice President (Shirley McDonald) 

Shirley reported the recent loss of two CWL members – Mary Garrah and Carol Mullin.  Membership stands at 66.            

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

9. See attached reports. 

STANDING ITEMS 

10. Fundraising        

A.  FundScrip (Danna Dobson) 
No report.  

B.  Silent Auction (Shirley McDonald) 
Shirley reported that the donations for the Silent Auction have been overwhelming! We are up to 
over 75 items and counting. Promotion will begin next week in the community, social media and 
bulletin. An insert for the bulletin will be prepared and distributed the weekend before the auction, 
detailing how to use the auction website and place bids. Shirley passed around a sign-up sheet for 
volunteers to deliver auction items to successful bidders after the auction. 

C. Snowflake Bazaar – November 15, 2025 (Donna Guiney) 
Volunteers  

Donna requested volunteers for bazaar convenor, bake sale, luncheon room and children’s activities. 
The following members volunteered: 

• Bake Sale: Donna Guiney 
• Children’s Activities: Anne Nicholls 
• Craft Fair, Promotion: Shirley McDonald 
• Luncheon Room: Cathy Splinter, Margaret Wilson 
• Overall Convenor: VACANT 

Vendors 

Shirley reported that six vendors have paid for a spot at the bazaar. We are looking for one more 
vendor, if anyone knows someone who might be interested. It is $30 per table with $5 off if vendor is 
a parishioner. Feedback from vendors will be obtained to be used for the 2026 craft fair.  

The craft fair committee is suggesting that the bazaar be renamed to “Snowflake Bazaar and Craft 
Show”, to better inform the community about what we will be offering and to provide advertising for 
our vendors. 

MOTION to change the name of the bazaar to “Snowflake Bazaar and Craft Show” was made by 
Theresa Shanks, seconded by Gail Raymond.       CARRIED 

11. Old Business 

A. 2026 Craft Fair (Shirley McDonald) 

The craft fair committee first met on July 17th. The following decisions were made: Event date (April 
18, 2026 from 10 am to 3 pm), event name (“Crafts on the Corner”), vendor fees ($35 per table). An 
application form and vendor information sheet were drafted. Following the first meeting, Shirley 
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prepared a poster for the Bazaar craft show and sent it out on Facebook and in various craft groups 
to request vendors. There were many requests for more information and application forms. 
Members of the committee also attended various craft shows over the summer and obtained 
business cards from vendors who were interested in our 2026 show. A poster for the April event will 
be developed and sent to all of these potential vendors as well as put on Facebook craft groups and 
distributed in the community. 

B. Pie Making (Cathy Splinter) 

Cathy has been organizing volunteers to make pies. The proposed date is October 21st or 28th. 

12. New Business 

A. Christmas Shoeboxes (Danna Dobson) 

Gail explained what the shoeboxes were, who they were for and how they were filled. There was a 
lot of interest in doing this again before Christmas, in lieu of a formal meeting. Danna will oversee 
this project. It was suggested we use our December meeting time as a mini-potluck dinner while 
filling the shoeboxes. 

B. Elections (Donna Guiney for Kelly Neville) 

We are nearing the end of our current term, and it is time to begin thinking about electing a new 
slate of officers.  As Past President, Kelly will chair the Elections Committee. Donna, as President, 
appoints people to be on the committee.  Donna asked for volunteers for the Elections Committee. 
Margaret Wilson and Gail Raymond volunteered. Kelly is hoping to call a meeting next week to get 
the work started. 

Kelly also sent information about a new policy from National regarding elections. We are required to 
implement this policy at all levels of elections, including the parish level. This requires a pastoral 
letter of good standing to be completed for each member elected to the executive. The letter states 
that the member is a practicing Catholic and of good moral and canonical standing. The letter is 
completed by the newly elected member and is signed by the parish priest. 

C. Fall Event Planning (Donna Guiney for Danna Dobson) 

Danna would like to continue with the November coat/mitts/socks drive. 

13. Adjournment and Closing Prayer 

The meeting closed at 7:29 pm. 

Liz led us in a prayer to new Saint Pier Giorgio Frassati. 

 

Next Meeting: October 14, 2025 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

1. FAITH COMMITTEE REPORT – Liz Ford 

Knapsack Blessing: 

• I made a prayer card to be distributed to all children at Children’s Liturgy this weekend August 31.  

• Please let me know if you need a copy of the prayer card. 

2. SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORT – Danna Dobson 

• I will be attending the Parish Council Meeting and proposing that the "accountability" for the Food Bank 
service we subscribe to every month be at the Parish Council Level. It started at this level and seamlessly 
transitioned to the CWL/KoC when the Parish Council disbanded. Given we are in a good news situation 
with 3 food banks accessible to members of our parish and community, I believe the Parish Council should 
consider supporting many opportunities with our food and cash donations.  KoC have been contacted and 
are in agreement that this be returned to the Parish Council level, leaving both CWL and KoC being 
advocates for this Service Activity.    It is highly unlikely that we will see any difference to the monthly 
operation of the service.  Distribution of food and money can be managed at the Parish level, where they 
know of parishioners in need, alongside the formal food distribution organizations. Feel free to share 
concerns and ideas with me via email or phone. 

• We are looking for ideas and dates for another open social.  Would CWL members be interested in 
hosting an open house for the unsheltered and misfortuned? 

• Coats, mitts, socks - this campaign I propose we keep and start it in November. 

• I want to thank Diane for preparing a prototype vest for the Teddy bears the Odessa Lions are 
preparing for the OPP to pass out to children.   
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