MINUTES

CWL General Meeting
October 14, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Amherstview, Ontario in the Church Hall

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada calls its members to grow in faith, and to witness to the love of God

through ministry and service.

In Attendance: Fr. Charles Ogbuagu, Donna Guiney, Margaret Wilson, Gail Raymond, Anne Nicholls, Sue Aubin,
Bernadette Veitch, Gisele Van Putten, Andrea Glover, Mary Lou Hills, Kelly Neville, Danna Dobson

Guest Speaker: Bernadette Burgess

By Zoom: Not available

A Quorum (at least 7 members) WAS achieved at this meeting.

1. INTRODUCTORY ITEMS

a) Welcome (Donna Guiney)
Donna opened the meeting at 6:31 pm and welcomed guest speaker Bernadette Burgess.

b) Opening Prayer (Donna Guiney)
Donna led everyone in the Our Father.

c) Approval of the Agenda for the October 14", 2025 General Meeting (Donna Guiney)
MOTION to approve the Agenda for the General Meeting of October 14", 2025 was made by Andrea
Glover and seconded by Gail Raymond. CARRIED

d) Approval of the Minutes of the September 9%, 2025 General Meeting (Donna Guiney)
MOTION to approve the Minutes of the September 9™ General Meeting was made by Gail Raymond and
seconded by Anne Nicholls. CARRIED

2. ELECTIONS

a) Elections Committee
The Committee met on September 15" by Zoom. Decisions were made on how to proceed. The list of members
was looked over and decided on who would get a letter. Letters were to be mailed out. Due to the postal strike
Mary Lou redid the letters, with the help of Sue Aubin, letters were handed out at the Church or delivered to the
members. Deadline for return of nominations is October 14,

b) Discernment (Bernadette Burgess)
Bernadette introduced herself to the members. She is a Past President, CWL member for 53 years and a Life
Member. Bernadette presented a Power Point on “The Joy of Leadership” — Leadership in the League. There are 3
out of 5 Modules online that you can access. She went through a list of qualifications for everyone, to show they
can be Leaders.

3. OFFICER REPORTS

a) Spiritual Advisor’s Report (Fr. Charles)

Fr. Charles welcomed everyone. Spiritual life in the Parish is normal. Everything is as usual. He
mentioned a Deanery Presentation will be coming soon.
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b) Treasurer’s Report (Danna Dobson)
The bank balance for September was $5,443.28.

c) President’s Report (Donna Guiney)
No report. Donna asked each member what they are thankful for. ‘God is good all the time’.

d) Membership/Vice President’s Report (Shirley McDonald)
Membership renewals will be accepted at the Bazaar again this year. The membership fee remains at
$30.00. Need someone to assist at the table during the bazaar.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

a) Faith Committee (Liz Ford)

Rosaries have ben put out at the entrance of the Church as well as sheets with the 15 Promises made by
the Blessed Virgin Mary to those who pray the rosary devoutly.

b) Service Committee (Danna Dobson)

e Danna talked on the project of handing out the Christmas shoe boxes for members that are home-bound. She
asked for volunteers to help. Donna Guiney, Gail Raymond, Andrea Glover, Anne Nicholls, Gisele Van Putten
and Margaret Wilson will assist her. More information later.

e  Food Bank drive is being supported well by the CWL and KOC. There has been discussion on moving it to the
Parish Council level. There are 3 local Food Banks for our Community. Future meeting will be set up in
November.

c) Social Justice Committee (Gail Raymond)

The coat drive will be starting in November (although items have already been put in the container at the back of
the Church). Coats, hats, socks, mitts and boots will be accepted.

STANDING ITEMS
a) Policies & Procedures — N/A
b) Fundraising

i.  FundScrip (Danna Dobson)

Order forms will be on the web site and at the entrance of the Church this weekend. Due back by
November 17,

ii.  Silent Auction (Shirley McDonald)

This year the parish response to requests for items to auction was tremendous! Because we had so
many items to auction, it was not necessary to request donations from local businesses. A good
number of businesses associated with the parish did still provide items for auction and they will be
thanked publicly in the bulletin. There were more participants registered on the auction site this year
and by 9:00 am on Sunday, we had exceeded our fundraising goal of $1,500 and went on to raise
$1,862.00!

Thanks to all of those who contributed items for the auction and who assisted with delivering items
to successful bidders. And thanks to the businesses that donated items.

iii.  Snowflake Bazaar — November 15, 2025 (Donna Guiney)

The Bazaar runs from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Convenor is Mary Lou Hills and she is looking for a co-
convenor to help. A volunteer sheet was circulated.

Vendors (Shirley McDonald)

We now have a total of 7 vendors for the Bazaar and these will be acknowledged in all promotional
materials (website, bulletin, posters, social media postings). Members of the Craft Fair Committee
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will assist with setup for the vendors and liaison with vendors during the bazaar. A preliminary “Save
the Date” poster has been sent out to social media groups.

c) Correspondence
e Thank-you card was received from Theresa Shanks, for condolences on the passing of her brother.

e  Thank-you card was received from Shirley McDonald for her Birthday wishes and Mass.
7. Adjournment and Closing Prayer
The meeting closed at 8:02 pm.
Donna thanked Bernadette Burgess for her presentation.

Donna led us in the League Prayer.

Next Meeting: November 11, 2025
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